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MISSION STATEMENT W

To promote the diversification of
agriculture for the benefit of
local producers and consumers,
stabilise prices of “Controlled Products”
by optimising resources and

providing an

excellent level of customer care.
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STATEMENT OF
CHAIRMAN

24 February 2006

The Honorable Arvin BOOLELL
Minister of Agro Industry and Fisheries

Port Louis

Sir,

| Have the honour to submit the Annual Report of the Agricultural Marketing
Board for the years ended 31 December 2003 and 2004 respectively in accordance
with the provision of Section 25 of the Mauritius Agricultural Marketing Act of 1963.

Your faithfully

T. DEWOO
chairman
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING BOARD
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GENERAL REVIEW

RENOVATION OF STORES AT MOKA

In our previous report, we mentioned that in July 2002, AMB had contracted with Messrs Harel Maltac Co. Ltd a major
renovation project for the stores at Moka, comprising the crate store — (9) cold rooms, the bulk store — (12) cold rooms,
the onions and seed store — (8) cold rooms, and (2) drying rooms.

Renovation and upgrading had become crucial as the stores had stopped functioning properly and had ceased to meet
the purposes for which they had been built — that is the provision of cold storage facilities for maintaining the products
in good condition.

The stores were completed in December 2004. In addition to the storage of potato and onion seeds in optimum
condition, AMB started to import refrigerated garlic which was kept under cold temperatures which help to maintain the
quality as the buffer stock no longer deteriorated.

It is expected that these stores and equipment will remain in service for at least 25 years relieving the Board of the
pressure to look for and rent cold store space at high rates as it had to in the years 2002 and 2003.

TRADING OF CONTROLLED PRODUCTS

!‘ In the years under review, products costs have continued to increase both as a result of an appreciation of foreign
currencies against the rupee and the cost of freight. Freight charges sometimes exceeded the cost of the commodity
itself. Itis expected that there will be a stabilization of the freight rates in year 2006 onwards.

Trading surpluses of the commodities tumed into losses. The Board chose not to pass on the increases in commodities
cost to the consumers. However, it will be reluctantly compelled to adjust selling prices should the trend in increasingly
i

The Board has regularly maintained an adequate buffer stock to ensure food security in Mauritius with the result that
no shortage of the basic commodities dealt by the Board was felt even for one single day.

SUBSIDIES

AMB has continued to support the Small Cow-keepers Scheme for fresh pasteurized milk by subsidizing the operations
by Rs 10 M for the years under review. In addition, AMB invested in four refrigerated lomies — Rs 5.8 M — to transport
in good condition fresh milk from farm gate to the dairy and supply good quality pasteurized milk to the shops.

It has also subsidized the sale of seeds to producers of both seed and ware potatoes in a bid to reduce cost of
production of table potatoes.

FINANCES

As a result of the above policies, the AMB made a loss of Rs 27 M in 2004 after achieving a reduced surplus of Rs 5
M in 2003 — from a surplus of Rs 44 M in 2002. These negative results can be easily offset when prices are reviewed
to their proper level — that is at least a break even point.
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BOARD CONSTITUTION

2003 & 2004

2003

The Board of the AMB was constituted as follows in 2003:
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(as from November 2003)
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NAME

Mr J Rugoobur
Mr M Pillay C.S.K
Mr O K Dabidin

Mr P Bonomaully

Miss A Maulloo

(as from October 2003)

Mr | Seebaluck
Mr P Sahadew
Mr J C Monty

Dr C Soopramanien

Dr N Govinden

Mr H Daby

Mr B Manikam
Mr N Naguib
Mr M Bisesar

STATUS

Chairman

Vice Chairman

Representative of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Technology
& Natural Resources

Representative of the Ministry of Industry, Commerce &
International Trade

Representative of the Ministry of Industry, Commerce &
International Trade

Representative of the Ministry of Finance

Representative of Registrar of Co-operative Societies
Representative of Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture
Representative of Mauritius Sugar Industry Research Institute
Representative of Mauritius Sugar Industry Research Institute

Independent Member
Independent Member
Independent Member
Independent Member

2004

The Board of the AMB was constituted as follows in 2004:

-

NAME

Mr J Rugoobur
Mr M Pillay C.S.K
Mr O K Dabidin
Miss A Maulloo
Mr | Seebaluck

Mr R C Gopee

(as from June 2004)

Mr H Mohee
Mr J C Monty
Dr N Govinden
Mr H Daby

Mr B Manikam
Mr N Naguib
Mr M Bisesar
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STATUS

Chairman

Vice Chairman

Representative of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Technology
& Natural Resources

Representative of the Ministry of Industry, Commerce &
International Trade

Representative of the Ministry of Finance & Economic
Development

Representative of the Ministry of Finance & Economic
Development

Representative of Registrar of Co-operative Societies
Representative of Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture
Representative of Mauritius Sugar Industry Research Institute
Independent Member

Independent Member

Independent Member

Independent Member
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COMMITTEES AND
MEETINGS

SUB COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD

SUPPLIES COMMITTEE

STAFF COMMITTEE

FINANCE & TENDER COMMITTEE
AUDIT COMMITTEE

QUOTA COMMITTEE

OTHER COMMITTEES

NATIONAL POTATO COMMITTEE
ONIONS COMMITTEE

MEETINGS (Board & Sub Committee of Board)

2004 2003
a) Board Meeting 12 14
b) Special Board Meeting 3 2
c) Supplies Committee 7 1
d) Staff Committee 11 13
e) Finance & Tender Committee 1 2
f) Audit Committee 0 1
a) Ad-Hoc Committee 4 1
h) Quota 3 2
i) Technical 1 3
j) Seed Committee 0 7
k) Disciplinary Committee 0 2
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ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

The administrative staff for the year 2003 & 2004 as follows:

GENERAL MANAGER

ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY
(as from March 2004)
ACCOUNTANT

INTERNAL AUDITOR
(as from 01 August 2004)

HUMAN RESOURCE OFFICER

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
(a) AUDITOR

(b) BANKERS

Mr M MUNEESAMY

Mr L JEEHA BSc (Hons.)

Mr R NEELAYYA BSc (Hons.)
Economics

Mr S. JEEWAJEE ACCA

Mr D. JUGGOO FCCA

Mr V MOHAMUDALLY BSc (Hons.)
Management

The Government Auditor

State Bank of Mauritius Ltd
The Mauritius Commercial Bank Ltd
Bank of Baroda
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MARKETING ACTIVITIES

SEED POTATOES & OTHER SEEDS

« SEED FOR WARE PRODUCTION
- SEED FOR SEED PRODUCTION
« OTHER SEEDS

TABLE POTATO

» LOCAL PRODUCTION
- IMPORTS
« SALES

ONION

* LOCAL PRODUCTION
« IMPORTS

* RODRIGUES ONIONS
» SALES

GARLIC

* LOCAL PRODUCTION
- IMPORTS
» SALES

OTHER CONTROLLED PRODUCTS

« TURMERIC (POWDER & FINGER)
« CARDAMOMS
» BY-CATCH FISH

OTHER PRODUCTS IMPORTED & COMMERCIALISED BY AMB

OUTSTATIONS

* MILK SECTION
« AIRPORT UNIT
* TROU FANFARON COLD STORE
» CLUNY STORE
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SEED FOR WARE z
PRODUCTION™.

LOCAL SEEDS

The Agricultural Marketing Board (AMB) has continued to play an important role in the potato
‘filiere’ in Mauritius. Being the sole importer of seed potatoes, it has to ensure that adequate
good quality seeds are available to the planting community. All seeds are produced in
conformity with the standards laid down by the Mauritius Sugar Industry Research Institute
(MSIRI) and are certified by them prior to sale to planters.

In line with the objective to encourage seed production in Mauritius, Government continued to
provide seed producers a guaranteed price. To make up for the increase in the cost of
production, the price at which the Agricultural Marketing Board (AMB) purchased seeds from
producers was revised from Rs 17,615 per tonne in 2002 to Rs 18,100 per tonne in 2003.
In 2004, the purchase price was further reviewed to Rs 19,030 per tonne.

In 2004, 1,303 tonnes of seeds were produced as compared to 1,531 tonnes in 2003.
(This downward trend resulted from the fact that 125 tonnes of basic seeds potatoes imported
from Holland in 2003 were destroyed due to the problem of ‘powdery scab’ and were not
available for multiplication.)

Seeds for ware production were sold to planters at Rs 28,500 per tonne in 2004 as compared
to Rs 26,000 per tonne in 2003.
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