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INTRODUCTION

This manual establishes a set of operational procedures
governing the receipt, delivery, handling,
transportation, processing, storage and the sale of by-
catch fish landed in Mauritius and Rodrigues.

Pursuant to section 108 of the Fisheries Act, the
Ministry of Agro-Industry, Food Security, Blue Economy
and Fisheries (Blue Economy and Fisheries Division)
issues fishing licences to foreign longline tuna fishing
vessels, authorising them to catch tuna and tuna-like
species in the Exclusive Economic Zone of Mauritius.
These vessels not only catch tuna and tuna-like species,
but also incidentally capture other species collectively
referred to as by-catch fish, which are classified as
‘controlled products’ under the Mauritius Agricultural
Marketing (Controlled Products) Regulations 2025.

All by-catch fish landed by licenced foreign tuna
longliners in Port Louis must be purchased by a buying
agent appointed by the Agricultural Marketing Board
(AMB), as per the Mauritius Agricultural Marketing Act
1963. These by-catch fish are purchased from the
vessels ‘captains at prices fixed under the Mauritius
Agricultural Marketing (Controlled Products)
Regulations 2025.

However, foreign tuna longliners that are not licenced
by the Ministry of Agro-Industry, Food Security, Blue
Economy and Fisheries (Blue Economy and Fisheries

Division), i.e., operating outside the Exclusive Economic
1



1.5

1.6

Zone, were previously under no legal obligation to sell
their by-catch fish to AMB. These non-licenced vessels
could sell directly to local buyers at any price and
qguantity, provided that these buyers are registered as
importers of fish and fish products at the Fisheries
Division of the Ministry.

With effect from 8 August 2025, the Government of
Mauritius has implemented legal amendments to
ensure that the regulation of by-catch fish from both
licenced and non-licenced tuna longline fishing vessels
falls under the authority of AMB.

To this end, a Standard Operations Procedures (SOP)
manual has been established, approved by the Board
and the Ministry and shall serve as a legally binding
manual for all parties involved in by-catch transactions.



2.

2.1.

2.2.

DEFINITION OF BY-CATCH FISH AND LEGAL BASIS

As per the Mauritius Agricultural Marketing (Controlled

Products) Regulations 2025, “by-catch fish” means fish species
caught by-

(i) a foreign tuna longline fishing vessel that holds a valid
and applicable fishing licence issued under section 108 of the
Fisheries Act 2023; or

(ii) a foreign tuna longline fishing vessel, other than a
foreign tuna longline fishing vessel that holds a valid and
applicable fishing licence issued under section 108 of the
Fisheries Act 2023; and

includes —
(i) fish species specified in Part A of the First Schedule; and

(ii) downgraded fish specified in Part A of the Second
Schedule.

“downgraded fish” means fish damaged through fishing or
handling operations.

Legal basis
This SOP is issued pursuant to:

a) The Mauritius Agricultural Marketing Act 1963

b) The Fisheries Act 2023

c¢) The Mauritius Agricultural Marketing (Controlled
Products) Regulations 2025 (Refer to Annex 3)

d) Any relevant Government Notices (GNs)



CLASSIFICATION OF STAKEHOLDERS

i. "Board" means the Agricultural Marketing Board established
under section 3 of the Mauritius Agricultural Marketing Act
1963;

ii."Buying agent" means any person authorised by the Board
to acquire any controlled product by purchase on behalf of
the Board;

iii."Controlled product” means any product of Mauritius and
any imported product, declared by the Minister under
section 13 to be a controlled product;

iv. "Cooperative society” means any cooperative society
which is registered under the Cooperative Societies Act;

v.“Operator” in relation to a fishing vessel —

(a) means any person who —
i. isin charge of the fishing vessel;

is responsible for the operations of the fishing vessel; or
i. directs or controls the vessel; and

(b) includes the owner, agent, charterer or master of the
fishing vessel, or the beneficiary of the economic or financial
benefit of the operations of the fishing vessel;



4. REGISTRATION OF STAKEHOLDERS

4.1. In accordance with section 16 of the Mauritius Agricultural
Marketing Act 1963, every buying agent shall, prior to
commencement of their activities and subsequently by 01
January of each calendar year, register his name with the AMB.
The buying agent shall comply with the provisions of the Act and
the 2025 regulations.

4.2. The AMB reserves the rights to appoint one or multiple
buying agents to ensure transparent and fair allocation of by-
catch fish.

4.3. The buying agent must possess and submit the following
mandatory statutory and supporting documents as part of the
enlistment process:

a) Business Registration Number (BRN);

b) Certificate of Incorporation / Registration (as applicable);
c) Valid Import Permit issued by the Fisheries Division;

d) Valid Fishmonger’s Licence issued by the Fisheries Division;
e) Certificate of Character of Directors / Office Bearers;

f) Copy of National Identity Card of Directors / Shareholders;
g) Proof of bank account and financial capacity;

h) Details of storage facilities;

i) Logistics capacity (including vehicles and horsepower);

j) Food Handler’s Certificate of representatives;

k) Any other document as may be required by the Board.

The above documents shall constitute the minimum eligibility requirements for
consideration and enlistment as a buying agent by the Board.

5



4.4. The Board shall establish terms, conditions and applicable
fees for the registration of all stakeholders, including
cooperative societies, importers and distribution entities, as it
may deem fit.

4.5. Registration shall be mandatory for all stakeholders
involved in the handling, purchase, sale or distribution of by-
catch fish.



5.

DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF
STAKEHOLDERS

The Board shall have the powers to:

a)

b)

define the duties and responsibilities of all
stakeholders and regulate the conduct of the by-
catch trade in Mauritius, including the
requirement to maintain accurate and verifiable
records;

require each stakeholder to submit relevant and
timely information concerning their operations,
as deemed necessary by the Board;

require stakeholders to grant free and
unrestricted access for inspection of their
records, vehicles, storage facilities and trading
premises by authorized officers.

5.1. Buying agent

A buying agent appointed by the Board shall be
required to inter-alia:

Apply for all necessary permits and licences,
including those under the Fisheries Act 2023 and
Import of fish and fish products Regulations 2012
as amended;

Cover all operational expenses relating to the
collection, removal and handling of by-catch fish;
Purchase, procure, acquire, sell or dispose of by-
catch on behalf of the AMB, strictly at prices fixed
under Part B of the First and Second Schedules of
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d)

f)

g)

the Mauritius Agricultural Marketing (Controlled
Products) Regulations 2025;

Operate within  a commission structure
authorised by the Board, which shall be reviewed
periodically;

Comply fully with all provisions in the Mauritius
Agricultural Marketing (Controlled Products)
Regulations 2025, as well as guidance or
directives issued by the AMB.

Ensure that all imports of by-catch fish are
sourced through AMB authorised channels and
accompanied by fish landing authorisations and
valid delivery clearances issued by the Fisheries
Division of the Ministry;

Maintain accurate and verifiable records of
import volumes, species, purchase prices and
final distribution;

Permit the AMB, Fisheries Division, and other
authorised agencies to conduct inspections of
records, storage facilities and distribution chains
at any reasonable time;

Adhere strictly to the price structure and species
list established under the 2025 Regulations;
Provide timely operational data, including
inventory levels and sales information, as
requested by the AMB or the Ministry.

Note: Buying agents shall be issued identification
badges as per Annex 1.



5.2. Operator

The operator of a foreign tuna longline fishing vessel

shall:

Ensure full compliance with the Mauritius
Agricultural Marketing (Controlled Products)
Regulations 2025, including restrictions on
the unauthorized removal of by-catch fish;
Facilitate inspections and declarations in
accordance with PSCU, I0OTC, e-PSM
Platform requirements and other relevant
procedures;

Bear responsibility for any breaches by their
crew, agent or vessel during the port call;

5.3. Cooperative societies

A cooperative society registered under the
Cooperative Societies Act and authorised by the
Board shall:

Register annually with the Agricultural
Marketing Board (AMB) as a stakeholder
in accordance with section 16 of the
Mauritius  Agricultural Marketing Act
1963;

Hold a valid import permit issued by the
Fisheries Division in accordance with the
Fisheries and Marine Resources (Import of
Fish and Fish Products) Regulations 2012;
Receive and distribute by-catch fish
allocated by the AMB-appointed buying
agent under a quota or roster system
established by the Board;

9



e Ensure that all quantities of by-catch fish
received are properly recorded, stored,
and distributed in compliance with the
Standard Operations Procedures (SOP)
manual and applicable health and safety
regulations;

e Submit to the AMB all required reports,
invoices, and verification documents for
audit and compliance purposes;

e Allow full and unrestricted access to
authorised officers for inspection of
premises, cold storage facilities, and
records.

5.4. The Fisheries Division of the Ministry of Agro
Industry, Food Security, Blue Economy and Fisheries

The Fisheries Division of the Ministry of Agro-
Industry, Food Security, Blue Economy and Fisheries
shall:
e Issue valid import permits and delivery
clearances for by-catch fish under the Fisheries
and Marine Resources (Import of Fish and Fish
Products) Regulations 2012 after verification of all
necessary documentation, including fish landing
authorisations;
e Verify compliance of foreign tuna longline
vessels with all applicable fisheries laws and
international obligations (e.g. 10TC e-PSM
Platform);
e Deploy Fisheries Control Officers to monitor
the offloading, weighing and handling of by-catch
fish at designated sites;
* Ensure the traceability and legality of by-catch

10



fish through inspections and the verification of
vessel identity, species landed and estimated
weights;

e Submit recommendations to the AMB’s Price
Committee regarding trends in catch, species
availability and international market dynamics;

e Assist the AMB in enforcing the Mauritius
Agricultural Marketing (Controlled Products)
Regulations 2025, including investigation and
prosecution of offences under Regulation 5.

11



6. HANDLING OF BY-CATCH OPERATIONS AT AMB'S LEVEL

All by-catch operations falling under the purview of
the Agricultural Marketing Board (AMB) shall be
executed in strict adherence to the Standard
Operations Procedures (SOP) approved by the Board
and the Ministry.

The formalities related to the receipt, weighing,
documentation, storage and distribution of by-catch
fish shall be carried out under the direct supervision
of the Head Operations Officer (HOO).

The HOO shall be accompanied or assisted by a
Senior Operations Officer and an Operations Officer
to ensure transparency, compliance with legal
protocols and accuracy of records.

The designated point of contact for all such
operations is the Trou Fanfaron Fish Cold Store,
where the sealed trucks carrying the by-catch fish are
weighed and verified in the presence of authorized
officers. Any queries or correspondence relating to
by-catch operations must be directed to AMB via:

e Email: amb@ambmauritius.mu ;

e Fax: 433 4837 / 217 0205;

e Phone: 433 4025 / 242 5855;

® or as may be communicated by the Board.

Note: AMB staff involved in operations shall carry
identification badges as per Annex 2
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a)

b)

c)

d)

PROTOCOL FOR THE REMOVAL OF BY-CATCH FISH
ORIGINATING FROM FOREIGN TUNA LONGLINE
FISHING VESSELS CALLING AT THE PORT IN

MAURITIUS AND RODRIGUES

Prior to arrival of the foreign tuna longline fishing
vessel, the Fisheries Division must be notified. The
vessel’s intended landing and/or re-export must be
declared via the IOTC e-PSM Platform.

Upon arrival of the fishing vessel, the Fisheries
Division will verify all submitted documents, board
the vessel, conduct a compliance inspection and
issue a landing authorization, stating the estimated
weight and species of by-catch and re- export fish.

The vessel agent shall inform the AMB and its buying
agents on the vessel’s arrival and status.

The buying agent must apply for an import permit
and delivery clearance from the Fisheries Division
through the TradeNet Portal on behalf of AMB.

Issue of the import permit is conditional upon
verification of:

e Vessel identity (Name & Flag);

e Species names (Common and scientific);

e Estimated weights as per the Ilanding
authorization;

e Submission of a copy of the fish landing
authorization from the Fisheries Division via
the TradeNet Portal.

13



f) Once approval is granted:

e The vessel is authorized to unload the by
catch;

e Officers of the Fisheries Division monitor the
offloading process;

e Enhanced supervision applies to CITES listed
species or high risk vessels and at least 5% of
all vessel calls must be fully monitored in line
with IOTC Resolution 16/11.

g) The buying agent shall negotiate the purchase of by-

catch fish directly with the vessel captain in
accordance with the regulated price schedules of the
Mauritius  Agricultural  Marketing (Controlled
Products) Regulations 2025. A translator may be
engaged where language barriers may exist.

h) The buying agent shall:

i)

e Apply for access passes and vehicle
authorization;

e Submit all required port entry documents to
the MRA, MPA and Ministry of Wellness and
Health;

e Provide crew disembarkation details as
needed.

The by-catch fish is then loaded in refrigerated trucks
at the quay and the duly sealed truck moves for
weighing of the by-catch fish at the Trou Fanfaron
Fish Cold Store of AMB or at an approved
establishment under the supervision of the Fisheries
Control Officer and/or Fisheries Enforcement Officer
and any other person authorized by the Board. The
trucks must be initially tarred empty at the

14



j)

k)

designated weighbridge.

The buying agent and/or the fishmonger cooperative
society and/or companies holding import permits
and/or any person authorized to deal in by-catch fish
must pay a commission to the AMB. The current fees
are Rs 10/kg (buying agent) and Rs 10/kg (AMB),
subject to revision by the Board.

The buying agent shall, as directed by AMB,
distribute the by-catch to:

e Approved fishmonger cooperative societies;
e Import permit holders;
e Entities authorized by the Board.

The buying agent must ensure the timely submission
of bill of entry to the MRA and adherence to a
roster/quota system, established by the Board.

m) The buying agent must ensure the timely submission

of the catch document for Tuna and tuna like fish
species validated by the Competent Authority of the
Flag State of the fishing vessel as per the
requirements of the Fisheries and Marine Resources
(Import of Fish and Fish Products) Regulations 2012
as amended.
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8. SETTING UP OF A PRICE COMMITTEE

Pursuant to section 7 of the Mauritius Agricultural
Marketing Act 1963, the Board shall establish a Price
Committee responsible for:
e Reviewing the purchase prices of by-catch fish on
an annual basis;
e Submitting recommendations to the Board for
approval;
e Ensuring price fairness for both licenced and non-
licenced vessel operators and maintaining market
stability.

The Committee The composition of the Price
Committee, as approved by the Board of Directors of
the AMB, is as follows:

(i) Representative of the Ministry of Agro-Industry, Food Security,
Blue Economy and Fisheries;

(ii) Representative of the Ministry of Finance;

(iii) Representative of the Ministry of Commerce and Consumer
Protection;

(iv) Representative of the Ministry of Cooperatives;
(v) Representative of the Fisheries Division;

(vi) Representatives of the AMB — General Manager / Assistant
General Manager.

9.  DEFINITION OF BY-CATCH SPECIES AND PURCHASE PRICES
16



The list of controlled species and corresponding purchase
prices shall be governed by Government Notice No. 63 of
2025, as per the schedules in the 2025 regulations.

FIRST SCHEDULE
[Regulation 2]

PART A — BY-CATCH SPECIES
e Becune (Acanthocybium solandri)
e Dorade (Coryphaena hippurus)
e Gastero (Gasterochisma melampus)
e Moon fish (Lampris guttatus)
e Qil fish (Ruvettus sp)
e Tetsubin (Lepidotus brama)
e Sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus)

PART B — PURCHASE PRICE OF BY-CATCH SPECIES

Controlled Products Price per Kg
Category A (Rs)
Becune H 110
Dorade H 110
Gastero H 50
Oil Fish 40

17




Controlled Products Price per Kg
Category A (Rs)
Sailfish [ 80
Moonfish H 75
Tetsubin [ 30
SECOND SCHEDULE

[Regulation 2]

DOWNGRADED FISH SPECIES

e Becune (Acanthocybium solandri)

e Dorade (Coryphaena hippurus)

e Gastero (Gasterochisma melampus)

e Moon fish (Lampris guttatus)

e Qil fish (Ruvettus sp)

e Tetsubin (Lepidotus brama)

e Sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus)

18




PART B — PURCHASE PRICE OF DOWNGRADED FISH SPECIES

Controlled Products Price per Kg
Category B - (Rs)
Downgraded Fish
Becune H 95 ‘
Dorade H 95 ‘
Gastero H a0 ‘
Oil Fish H 30 |
Sailfish | 70 |
Moonfish H 65 ‘
Tetsubin H 20 ‘

Prices are subject to review by the Price Committee and
approval by the Board.

19



10.

OFFENCES

Any breach of the provisions of the Mauritius
Agricultural  Marketing  (Controlled  Products)
Regulations 2025 shall constitute an offence.

Specifically:

a)

b)

d)

A buying agent that fails to comply with regulation
4 (3) shall, upon conviction, be liable to a fine not
exceeding Rs 1,000 and imprisonment not
exceeding 12 months;

An operator of a foreign tuna longline fishing vessel
that fails to comply with regulation 5 (1) shall, upon
conviction, be liable to the same penalties;

Any buying agent failing to comply with regulation
5(2) or 5 (3) or who does not exercise responsibility
as directed by the operator under regulation 5 (1),
shall also be liable to abovementioned penalties;

Any other person who contravenes the 2025

regulations shall commit an offence and be subject
to the same penal consequences.

20



11. ENFORCEMENT
The AMB shall:

(i) Take all necessary measures to ensure
compliance with this Standard Operations
Procedures manual;

(ii) Issue binding directives to stakeholders
when deemed necessary in the public
interest;

(iii) The AMB shall ensure that stakeholders are
legally obliged to comply with such directives
without delay.

21



Annex 1

IDENTIFICATION BADGE FOR THE BUYING AGENT

Name of buying agent......cceevvevvceeenen Photo of
represe
Address of buying agent.........ccccecvvveinnene ntative
National ID Card no. of representative of buying agent .......ccccoeveveeveeennenns
Date of iSSU€ ..ccevvvcvececrcreen Date of expiry .....cccceeeeveeeeenen
Signature of buying agent Signature of General
Manager, AMB

22



Annex 2

IDENTIFICATION BADGE FOR AMB STAFF

Name of AMB Staff........cccccoeviviienicieceseire e, Photo of
AMB

Position held .......coooeevevviriecccee Staff

National ID Card no. of AMB Staff .......ccccveveieivininnenee.

Date of iSSU€ ....cceevvvvveeivreeenee. Date of expiry .....ccceeeeeveeeenen.

Signature of Signature of General

Staff Manager, AMB

23



Annex 3

Government Notice No. 63 of 2025

THE MAURITIUS AGRICULTURAL MARKETING ACT

Regulations made by the Minister, on the advice of the Agricultural Marketing
Board, under sections 13, 14 and 27 of the Mauritius

Agricultural Marketing Act

1. These regulations may be cited as the Mauritius Agricultural Marketing
(Controlled Products) Regulations 2025.

2. Inthese regulations —
“by-catch fish” —
(a) means fish species caught by —

(i) a foreign tuna longline fishing vessel that holds a valid and applicable fishing
licence issued under section 108 of the Fisheries Act 2023; or

(i) a foreign tuna longline fishing vessel, other than a foreign tuna longline fishing
vessel that holds a valid and applicable fishing licence issued under section 108 of
the Fisheries Act 2023; and

(b) includes —

(i) fish species specified in Part A of the First Schedule; and

(i) downgraded fish specified in Part A of the Second Schedule.

“downgraded fish” means fish damaged through fishing or handling operations;
“operator”, in relation to a fishing vessel —

(a) means any person who —

(i) is in charge of the fishing vessel;

(ii) is responsible for the operations of the fishing vessel; or
24



(iii)directs or controls the vessel; and

(b) includes the owner, agent, charterer or master of the fishing vessel, or the
beneficiary of the economic or financial benefit of the operations of the fishing
vessel;

"Standard Operations Procedures" means the Standard Operations Procedures
referred to in regulation 6.

3. For the purpose of section 13 of the Act, by-catch fish and the products specified
in the Third and Fourth Schedules are declared to be controlled products in
Mauritius and Rodrigues.

4. (1) No person shall remove or purchase by-catch fish originating from
foreign tuna longline fishing vessels calling at the port in Mauritius and Rodrigues
unless he is appointed as a buying agent by the Board.

(2) No person shall be appointed as a buying agent unless he —

(a) has the proven financial capacity to purchase by-catch fish from foreign fishing
vessels; and

(b) has suitable cold storage facilities, whether being the owner of the cold storage
facilities or not, and appropriate logistics for the removal of by-catch fish from
foreign fishing vessels.

(3) The Board or its buying agent shall buy by-catch fish at the price specified in Part
B of the First and Second Schedules, respectively.

(4) A buying agent that fails to comply with paragraph (3) shall commit an offence
and shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding 1,000 rupees and to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months.

5. (1) The operator of a foreign tuna longline fishing vessel shall ensure that
no by-catch fish is removed from such vessel during a call at the port of Mauritius
unless it is effected by the Board or its designated buying agent in accordance with
regulation 4.

(2) The buying agent shall cause the by-catch fish to be weighed at the Trou
Fanfaron Fish Cold Store or at an approved establishment under the supervision of
a Fisheries Control Officer and any other person authorised by the Board.
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(3) The operator of a foreign tuna longline fishing vessel that fails to comply with
paragraph (1) shall commit an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine
not exceeding 1,000 rupees and to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12
months.

(4) Any buying agent that fails to comply with paragraph (2) or does not exercise
responsibility as directed by an operator under regulation 5(1) shall commit an
offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding 1,000 rupees and
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months.

6. There shall be, for the purpose of the receipt, delivery, purchase, handling,
transportation, processing, storage and sale of by-catch fish, a manual to be known

as the Standard Operations Procedures, which shall be approved by the Board.

7. (1) A Price Committee shall be set up, in accordance with section 7 of the
Act, to make recommendations on the purchase prices of by-catch fish.

(2) The Committee shall meet at least once every year.
8. Any person who otherwise contravenes these regulations shall commit an
offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding 1,000 rupees and
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months.
9. The Mauritius Agricultural Marketing (Price of Controlled Products) (By-catch
Fish) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 and the Mauritius Agricultural Marketing

(Controlled Products) Regulations 2013 are revoked.

10.These regulations shall come into operation on 8 August 2025.

Made by the Minister, on the advice of the Marketing Agricultural Board, on 8
August 2025.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
[Regulation 2]

PART A — BY-CATCH SPECIES
Becune (Acanthocybium solandri)
Dorade (Coryphaena hippurus)
Gastero (Gasterochisma melampus)
Moon fish (Lampris guttatus)
Qil fish (Ruvettus sp)
Tetsubin (Lepidotus brama)
Sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus)

PART B — PURCHASE PRICE OF BY-CATCH SPECIES

Controlled Products Price per Kg
Category A (Rs)

Becune “ 110
Dorade 110
Gastero 50

Oil Fish 40

Sailfish 80
Moonfish 75

Tetsubin 30

27




SECOND SCHEDULE
[Regulation 2]

DOWNGRADED FISH SPECIES
e  Becune (Acanthocybium solandri)
e Dorade (Coryphaena hippurus)
e  Gastero (Gasterochisma melampus)
e Moon fish (Lampris guttatus)
e  Qil fish (Ruvettus sp)

e  Tetsubin (Lepidotus brama)

Sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus)

PART B — PURCHASE PRICE OF DOWNGRADED FISH SPECIES

Controlled Products Price per Kg
Category B — Downgraded Fish (Rs)

Becune H 95

Dorade 95

Gastero 40

Oil Fish 30

Sailfish 70
Moonfish 65

Tetsubin 20

28



THIRD SCHEDULE
[Regulation 3]

PRODUCTS OF THE ISLAND OF MAURITIUS AND RODRIGUES
. Dry whole onions
. Fresh whole garlic

. Fresh whole potatoes

. Garlic seeds

. Onion seeds

. Potato seeds

FOURTH SCHEDULE
[Regulation 3]

IMPORTED PRODUCTS
. Dry whole onions
. Fresh whole garlic

. Fresh whole potatoes

. Garlic seeds

. Onion seeds

. Potato seeds
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Agricultural
Marketing Board
Dr Georges, Leclezio
Avenue, MokaTel No.
433 4025
Fax No. 433 4837
Email: amb@ambmauritius.mu
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